Old Lyme Area Cable Advisory Council

12 January 2012
Hale Ray High School Library, East Haddam
Minutes
 

Members in attendance: Peter Sielman, Pam Munro, Robin Purcell, Sue McKinlay,
Russ Gomes, Cathy Frank.

Also in attendance: John Bairos (Comcast)

Members absent: Tim Devlin

Chairman Peter Sielman called the meeting to order at 7:40 pm.

Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Russ Gomes, seconded by Peter Sielman, to approve the minutes of 13 October 2011. Motion passed.
 

Comcast Report

John Bairos presented a check for $2,000, Comcast’s annual payment to the Advisory Council, to Treasurer Robin Purcell. He also distributed a handout about recent Comcast program enhancements. There will be some rate increases effective January 22, 2012.

Peter Sielman brought John’s attention to a news story in The Day which implied that Comcast had not been responsive to customers after storm outages in the late summer and fall.
Cathy Frank raised an Old Lyme resident’s concern about Comcast equipment which had been recently placed on a pole in front of his home on Boston Post Road. She will forward the resident’s contact information to John for follow-up.
Treasurer’s Report

Robin Purcell distributed copies of 2011 annual financial report (attached). A motion was made by Russ Gomes, seconded by Sue McKinlay to accept the report. Motion passed.
Cathy passed on to Robin a message she received from a scholarship awardee who had not received her scholarship check. Robin will follow-up. She has not yet received a request for reimbursement from Regional District 18 (Lyme-Old Lyme) for the grant that was approved at the October 2011 meeting. Cathy will forward correspondence regarding the grant to Robin and to Russ Gomes (District 18 representative).

Statewide Video Council
Peter expressed optimism that, under the leadership of new Statewide Council Chair Lehtinen, that Council was beginning to focus on issues. At the request of OL Advisory Council members, Peter said he was willing to continue as our Council’s representative to the Statewide Council.
Old Business

Public Access Promotion
Members discussed printing bookmarks to promote public access use in the Council towns. Pam Munro will send out information on QR coding – the bar code encryption that is a website link – and suggested that it be included on bookmarks. Pam & Cathy

will work on bookmark design.

Cost of program access at Hale-Ray High School, East Haddam

John Bairos stated that Comcast representatives, including an engineer, will be meeting with Hale-Ray in the next week to resolve the problems which presented themselves when Comcast converted to digital. Hale-Ray has not had cable access since the conversion.
New Business
Peter congratulated Sue McKinlay on her retirement at the end of this school year and members thanked her for her service to the Council. 

Election of Officers

With the agreement of those currently serving, a motion was made by Russ, seconded by Pam to endorse a slate returning existing officers to another term. Motion passed with the secretary instructed to file one vote on behalf of the entire Council for the slate.

Chair: Peter Sielman; Vice Chair: Pam Munro; Secretary: Cathy Frank; Treasurer: Robin Purcell

Russ Gomes asked that we conduct the October 2012 meeting at the new Lyme-Old Lyme High School instead of at the Old Lyme Town Hall. There were no objections.

Because the change is being made more than 30 days prior to the meeting, it will still be a Regular, not a Special, meeting per FOI requirements.

A motion was made by Sue McKinlay to adjourn at 8:40pm.  

2012 Meeting Schedule

Thursday, January 12- Nathan Hale-Ray High School Library, East Haddam (directions:http://www.easthaddam.org/Directions/)

Thursday, April 12- Lyme Town Hall

Thursday, July 12- Salem Public Library

Thursday, October 11 – Lyme-Old Lyme High School
All meetings begin at 7:30pm

Catherine Frank

16 January 2012
